
A VISIT TO THE TOWN OF SELZACH, THE SWISS OBERAMMERGAU
AN INTERVIEW WITH SOME OF THE ACTORS, AND A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE PASSION PLAY

IIV MAR IK WIDMF.n.
Seliach' A charming village nes¬

tling a? tlx* foot of tin- Weisseustcin
an<1 encircled by verdant meadows and
forests of :v wonderful blulsh-Krcen
tint.such i.- the Swiss olU'ianimoiRnu,
where once again the meat Drama of
the Passion and Resurrection of Christ
will ! represented every Sunday dur¬
ing June, July. August and September.

W'.i'o the o:;c;n of the Passion I May
performances in Switzerland is not
based on facts similar to those con-
lie tr 1 with the origin of the Ober-
annntrgau perforinanoos. the purpose
:s. nevertheless. th< same, and it is.
moreover, interesting to know that the
hist";-, of religious plays in Switzer¬
land can be traced back to the early
Middle Ages, when it was the custom
of cetta:n monasteries to represent the
J,r>!iiv Resurrection to their congre¬
gations on Haste;- Sunday. Simple as
those Ka.-tes pla> s wye at first, they
gradually gained in value and import-
Mice. more details were added from
the Bible history, until they included
The whole l'assion of the Saviour.
A decline in the production of sacred

d:.i:na* made its-If felt 111 the seven¬
teenth n ::Uir> w:;rn the spirit of the
tin' s, with it- change from ancient to
modern, txerted its influence on all
the Htrlcal performances.

!t was thus reserved for the then
unknown village of Selzach, at the close
r>f the niroteenth ii-T tury, to give new
life *o passion play performances in

l'n<i.Hlon I'lny Perforniuneew, Selaneh, 1015.
'I'llIm plrlurr nIiottn nix Juvenile performer*.

l-'iirr v» rl 1 l-'rom liei ln< n >

Switzerland The inhabitants of Sel- performed the beautiful Christmas ed for the purpose. The performanceszaoh a simple ami pious people.had Oratorio." l>> tiering. with such an Bainen nov a reputation win. h ..x-
fc>r many years in the past been accus- astonishing success that the villagers !! r,u1

the fervor .>f these simple actors andtomed to devote the lonp winter eve- could be induced to attempt the study their devout love and Intimate tm-nir.ps to the study and rendering of of the ereat "Passion Oratorio," by the derstanding for their noble task causedreligious plays and oratorios, and when Hew 11 V. Muller. of Kubla. The first wonder and admiration on every part.A Sehlafii. one of the pioneers in the rendition of thf same took place in This was no longer a tiiniil attempt ofvillage, went to ubcinmmerpaii in 1S90, the winter of 1^?3. and the results amateurs, but it was a performancethe representation made such an ex- were a pain so unexpectedly brilliant offered by divinely inspired players,traorriir.a :> impression on liim and his that even the most timid ones could In lSf'»;, 1Ss. 1S01. 1 05 and 1!»09 thefour rompani''ii} that they resolved now be encouraged to set out for a representations, showing new improve-that Selzaeh. with its natural inclina- still greater venture nients on each occasion, were again re-no:- fi ti .¦.pvfid'.icti >n >if religious its First Production. pealed tnd Sal/a< h is now universallydram.i? << uld .: ake a success of the The ot atnrio was consequently de- 'known as the Swiss Oherammergau.play .n l.isiil Numerous i-bsta- veh>p.-d jut. ;« dramatic reproductl m A personal acquaintance with somerles s»'-cr;-<¦<;, however, at first to make and the first representation of . he Of the principal characters seen in theh carry!?out ut theit plans impos- same, which was divided Into morning performance is undoubtedly a muchsit'le ami :t i- .¦ ri 1 > it the winter of and afternoon parts, took place In !S!<5 coveted privilege, and 1 was therefore3 S 1. w 1: . tie local choral societ> in a spacious theatre. especially erect- very ulad indeed to avail myself of an

(*lir!«# mi (Iip

j opportunity that presented itself a few
weeks ago to spi nfi a fiMv hours In
Selzach.
Some considerable time ago the Pas-

sirn Play" management issued instruc¬
tions to the mnsetillno player? thai
th<y should refrain from having their
hair tit thereafter, ami It was thus i

very pretty sight to see the boys
different ape and size, all with tlowlng
curls, and with an expression in th> ir
sweet young faces which denoted hap¬
piness. pride and a feeling of responsi¬
bility at the same time. All players,
and there are now over 400 of them,
deem It a high honor to be intrusted
with a role in the performance, and
tt is their on** and constant d«-slre to
show tlomsclves worthy of their part
by lending an upright and pious ljf.-.
My first visit took me t<> th<- exten¬

sive watch factory of A. Schlalli. whom
we can well consider as th< f milder of
the "Passion i'lay" i>«-rfortna t.< >>p at
Sclzach. anc' who employs a great per¬
centage ef the playets.

Mere, in the capacity of on»* of the
most skilled watchmakers. I met Robert
Kocher. the Christ in the "Passion
Play." a man with flowing beard and a
mass of beautiful black hair, slightly
intermingled with shining threads of
silver

His dark, expressive eves betrayed
the man of upright, nolde character,
and the kindly smile which played
around his lips, and which seetned at
times to transflf. ire his whole face.
told of a warm ar.d generous heart,
such as is expected of a true follower
of the Lord. Right next to him 1

nu't Franz Wiser.the l:»arthol<\m;.-;s
of tli" play. v.lih a most remarkable
characteristic heart, and then down-
ftails in tha blaeKsr.iith's workshop 1
saw I'rs Bt'-li, the .f.id.is, that in h-
<lis< uss. ¦!. i!l-f ited betrayer of Chr'st.
< >f athletic stature, w ith rough-looking
led hair and beard, he was c«srtai:il>
:i splendid exponent of his role, hut
the thoughts if this Judas do net err
into such wiywnrd di!-«.. lions, and bis
friendly smile was more than sulll'lent
to dissipate any f lolhh prejudP ..

which one might Involuntary li t e :o
ward hint.

\l tlie 11 onio nf .'Simon."
Passim? a number of tlx - jldiei

together with A. Dorendinger as N a -

tharael their captain, who wr- ill
p . . f ill«. workit.g at their w at>'h-
iiii'.klt'g b'-ll'-lies, I left the fa !<.: :.:id
was now dire ted t . ih-- s*\ littb
hom> of Kaspar Christ, til . Simon ot
the pla> . ile, tr-o. is a wat'hmaU«r
and as his il appears to be a tr :.
symbol of ni::ft happiness, -o ilea's hi

! whole >untenancg breathe a spirit
of perfect pea :e.
My nf M call was on Jak< n Saner,

the Joseph of Arlmathea, h dear old
man of < ighty-three years of ag>.,
whose w 'loh ir.t'iest in this w«rld i*=
now his role In the "Passion Play.
A tiny room in his da filter's l-.ouse
has been his home smcf h'.s wife s>
death, and as he insisted upon my see-

i ins: It. 1 was able to get a glimpse ot
his very uniiu" biblical art gallery and

Jealousy Slays Love ^n,.,.».« Nell IBvinklcy

"' '" r "' '.'°1 ".* 'fl-: >!«ep of the detid, rnnr little Love has perished 'neath the claws of the Monster Grim.\\ hile tear* aj.il t k)i»-. an«l weeping rni or. above his head. And the lovers who should have cherished have wantonly murdered him,1 the breath r t».« -.n .<. e<i r. on t< r ha* tinged him with fatal rtre '"*or ''ou,,,s the Jealous Monstei first torture, and then conspire. - . .
. . .. .

'

WiSh maid and man; for when doubt began 'twas the doom of their Heart's.vj.o (i.an .ii . main mutt ink lismajed at the death of their Hearts D*«ire DesireLILIANLAUFERTY.

J

c=u-~- .
I'tiNnlon I'lny I'rrfiirniniici's Solcnoh. ISM.'l.

Till* picture nliuvtn Jonrpli wnrklnu »t til" rvrrydav prof<'*nlug, nlilch Is1 iilmi rji rpcnIrr and rnltlnrt milker, nn In tin- nlm

library, which ho had acquired with
J;is savings.

While | did nci visit the hom«s of
Mary. Magdal.n and Martha, I was
n« v> r . hsless fortunate .nou^h to : c
inti odu«. ed to the bearers of tn.so
r->| s- I ;uulein Julia A inlet, Km.ul.in
Anna I'allniitser and Ktauleln Jos-lma
disiger. three charming girls who also
acted those parts in 150.'

A11 1 n w to the play itself. It con¬
sists of t«.> | in ik a morning p'-r-
foi»nafrom II to 1J 30. add an if-
t. t ti. 11 perforniam;e from
While the morning presentation con¬
sists of a seri.s of taob-au.v viva Ms.
showing iti'idents and episodes from
t!.- old and New Tostam.-nts, al a
scenes depleting the childhood and
ministry of Christ, tn» afternoon pro¬
gram represMits th«' sufferings an<1
death of Christ and His glorlo'is
l'.vs'irre't jon and Ascension

'Let there I light!" A strikingly
beautiful representation of the e !..:«-
11 . u forms the opening of the pla>
Then i nnii's the story r,f Adam a\d
Eve. the fiatriclde. Abraham's teir.-
tation, Jacobs ilieam. Joseph .. dd by
his brethren and .Joseph in Egypt. the
tinding of Moses, the manna and the
giving of the law on Mount Sinai
Each number on tiio program <-d
to surpass its predecessor. and tV.«-
large audience listened and wat. * . d
spellbound; I'm who would ! a\ .. sus¬
pected a'l ensemble of such a< >oin-
piished and highly nf'ed artists unioim
the simpb* village populace of He I
zach '.

The second part of the morning per¬
formance included ten scenes from the
S>w Testment the angelic salutation,
the angel appearing to th< shepherds,
the star of Bethlehem, the birth of
Christ, the adoration of the Magi, the
flight into Kgvpt. the baptism in the
River Jordan. the Sermon on the
Mount Jesus, the divine friend of chil¬
dren. and th« entry into Jerusalem.
Altogether marvelous light effe-t.

'..'iKunv"'1,"""' ¦»«»» »' » m..«
- " ?" "rlM-ial lllumlna-i in u rn

tiou. In "Jacob's dream" a real iin-Ik!on of a golden path t'» heaven
was shown. ami the angels in all soenes
a nnen r«»«l »«..».»«

in an scenea
appeared much more teal than they
;aie seen In the Oherammergau play.

The afternoon program, opening withtin "designs <>f the high council" andending with the seet.slon." was ren¬der* ! with Mich < \<|uisite ar t and heart-touchintr devotion that the memory ofit will forever remain wtth those who
.a < i «. p! e?-«*tit. After the great tragedy!of th«* et'jrirtxion, the dazsling icpre-sentation of the "roHtirrection" and"Hf-cennion" formed a rare illustrationof w h.it is cr'.I' died in Christian hopeand .1 most impressive finale to this
mf'St sacred of dramatic plays

PULASKI
[s'p*^i«; to Th* Tltn«s-Dispatch ]r* i: V\ i. \ J il '¦ i Jn i* of the most.' .' ? i. uft ilrc of th- season »¦»>'! " clvn on Monday night byI Prometheus Ci ;r. II, No IMS, Royal Arfck*: 'im. At M.iple >h it 'i r Irin Cover# wrr«.'i' ' r gu*s's wht' h ln< luded th*wiv* ar.d s .v e»-1!. far: . «« well as frier.ds

. .>»<? r> thi < . . tu 1! Th* g'lcs'¦'
¦w * I'.' v I" T M--Faden. ofl::'?;t .rii W. I'.ilmey. of Richmond.\\*» >: *»i*iei. t. it could not attendTh- "

if he..: :n > e.e|.ration of theti - ar 'it .>.« four 'lugof thi . A'*«t The serving of >,n el a bo -' a' ' - ¦¦ r - * |. ., w r» >rnr, ! *d to.'.*A V. Mii'.er ii ting its> t"»ilv-'' r. II t' (»11 n.e r we Icome Irhe Attm n« > l>hn .- Draper sdoI.o¦.ii I'f :i.etl.e tp il. No 1M- . At-< .' * Brewer ¦-> Th* Home .. The-T'X > Of * .-vei-inr . .1 v mud* byMr M }'i .i n. t.itc-.c ;.h his theme. Our
1 " 'r' . * '* I- A .'.! arnh".'. ar.il *rnk-k,"! » Virplnla to1>.r. 1

... I'.ri -a..: ». h...- t>e». t:r.,nte.lth- rector a- the Ki t ehurch** here*' . 4 .-¦'¦*1 . v 11:l '. aSf»nt . r'mfitj : .i a rr.e.tith

'j"s ' '* Hike' "iitertnlneil nio>t <ie
Mfth .reet .»«->r tIj - p!lrnent»ry to th»bri-le ..f her e-.n Mrs H C K mkel.forir.f-rly Mls» ll'ihter ,ir. i her eueatHer.:;, t'oop^r of A! e xa :.t| r i.i Vi ,-.|X tkb!e<' ,'W'' : ,K" «»">» i -AMi.K or. the porrh and« i". e \ of rc*e« ofi .i .'v ! !h<':r ri. h f .igrar. e from*e: * «ir i.*: ..f \ r- h. >rne Th * kue»!a ofhonor rr.- r. ip:en'* of 1 \ o r > fan*\MMi hal'.t n *. t .t h r.: *|.i'e Mr? R.ichaelSnider «'.i! the -.innei of thr prize of-'*r' «'"h the sanf. a pair of n.k hone

,
A delightful «H'..i i oume w:th i( « '.ea fol-'owed 1\ fr»sen i-ur. h ««ts ser- »i the

rho«» who p'.i\!-r were Mo.laum R rKunkel. H'.nr. '/o.pe!. A H .1 r.: n. M KI.ar.Khorr.e j c \y. r j k K ! . .1 I,Kent Joe fckman. John i;. knian.ftai hael Snider. Joiin S I;raper. \V J Har-
j man -M I> l.anghorne. f". j* I3unk»r ar.dH F* Merrinm. a:. 1 f=u»ie I'urvi*.iiay White. Kllie Howard. Hallle Phelps[ Mary Wysor. May Po::o< k. Mary Klla Liar«l,Nellie M.i. ^111 and Sarah llenlley

A party of youncf folk left to-day for thennhlr.ion tra where for two week* they« 111 eny v ( imp life lr. the country Mlsioe*FCi'.en and Kthel St»-K.ir will be the'haperons and th*!r charge!, will IncludeMifsfe Mary Shnff, Ruth I.aughon. MaryBones. Sarah Moore. Margaret Jordan. MaryMoore and Lettle Troltrijfcr and tiarold andMarshall Shuff and K !'. Moore. Jr. Th»ywent eipeclally prepared to go into camp:ife

BON AIR
to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.JBon Air. Va June M -On Tuesday nightth* Cheanonda <~amp Fire Girl* entertained

a party of young people a' tbelr encampment at the Crenshaw rottage The rooms
were decorated with wild dai-des. roaes ar.dferns and lighted with Japanese lanternsTh* Camp Fire Olrls all wore the Indian
costume and the sc*ne was most effective,
ns they appeared one by one before the
guardian, who recognized them by the| camp fl.-e sign, after which they gave the
Wohelo candle ceremony, and sang several
' ninp Are songs. A dance followed, andj refreshments were served on the long porfh! which was lighted up with candles Among

i the guests were Mfssrs ''ottrell, Winston.
Kbinson, Wills. Vaughn. Ll<") d. Newell, Mc-
Farland, Parrlsh. Uayle. Ij.ivt» and Fred
Hardy
The Cuinea Fox rlub. conducted by Miss

Jennie Talcott. his been camping on Sun-| set Hill for the paet week, and returned
home on Thursday alter enjoying some real
'amp life The members of the club ln-
i tuile Charlie Tlerney. Clarence Bennett,! Ike Francis. George Prlddy. Michael Moore,
Vincent O'Donnell and Willie Barker.
Mr and Mrs Percy (illnn and family and

Miss Carrie Pickett Moore have gone to
Virginia Reach to spend several weeks.
Miss Dorothy Smith has as "her guest Miss

Annies Jones, of Scottsvllle
Robert Arnold returned this week after a

visit to Terre Haute and other points of
Interest in the West
James Gilliam, of I.ynrhburg. «nd Carol

l.athrop. were guests in Bon Air on Sunday
Miss Virginia l.ee Miller will leave shortlyfor Cape Charles to visit Miss Nottingham
Miss llarrl»t Cocke returned from Prince

George County this week, after a visit to
Mrs George Run. Jr
Kdmur.d Berkeley. Sr. of Staunton, is

visiting relatives here
Russell Bursa min. who lias been the

guest of Mr. and Mrs Robert Christian. r<--
turned to Ills home in Albemarle on Friday
Mrs W B. French and little son were

the recent guests of Mrs Burruss. who Is
spending the summer h*re

BOWLING GREEN

and
3 nd

[Special to The Tlmes-IUspatch ]
Rowling Gr-en. V.i . .Inn* .s-Mr

Mrs Garnet! Ryland. oi Kentucky a
Mrs Cnarles i{ylan>'. of Richmond, spent i
part <f ttils week with Dr. and Mrs W.
I, Broaddus
Mlns Annie White has -eturned from a

visit to relatives in Richmond.
Major T Dallas Coghill Is spending soma

time at Ocean View.
V'lllnrd W. Green was in Charlotte Coun¬

ty this week on business.
Ropei Rains, ot Richmond, is vitiling his

paient-. Major and Mrs. W. W Rains
Dr lohn G Bro.nl.lu.- has returned from

a visit to fri.nih fn Danville.
Mis lone C. May, of l.otilsa. spent a partcf this week at the I.awn Hotel.
Mrs Blanch Walk<r 1.returned to her

hom<i In Klnij and Queen County, afterspending son e tlnu- with her patents, Mr.and Mrs W R W. Garrett.
Mr- It T Gl.i.'.rll am? AIissmh France#and I ouiie Glass.dl are ipending some timewith Mr aid Mis. V. A. Williams,'. InEestx County.


